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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Messrs. Ep:rors—I have read some num- 
bers of your excellent paper, and confess my- 
self highly pleased with the candour and good 
sense by which it is characterized—may your 
benevolent exe:.ions be crowned with success 
and extensive patronage. 

The time has come when every man, who 
wishes for the prosperity of Zion, for the per- 
petuity of ur civil institutions,.'must sound 
the tocsin of alarm, and stand arrayed with an 
invincible front to check the impewosity of 
the orthodox phalanx. Both ecclesiastical and 
political watchmen must stand sleepless upon 
the towers of freedom, or our much loved Co- 
lumbia, which has promised so fair, the admi- 
ration of the olf world and the pride of the 
new, the nursery of liberty and the destruction 
of tyranny, will sct in Monkish iniquity and 
priestly ignorance. 

The trials and blood of our fathers, amid 
the turmoil of the revoluticn, are too recent in 
our memories—we have too recently beheld 
their bones bleaching in our fields, whitening 
our plains, to relinquish without one effort our 
dear bought privileges. 

The dastardly wretch, courting popularity, 
bowing at the shrine of vulgar applause, may 
s¢t down in inglorious ease, and resign his con- 
science to his earthly confessor ; but let the 
spirit that dare be free, unsheath the sword of 
truth, and march forth to drive the hydra 
headed monster of Priestly ambition from the 
confines of day. 

I have been led to these remarks from a sur- 
vey of numerous engines putin operation by 
those who consider themselves “ sound in the 
faith,’ and particularly from the specious 
names under which they appear. 

The musick of a name, the splendour of a 
dress charms the multitude. A missionary so- 
eiety for the propagation of the gospel among 
the heathen, is attractive to all who wish well 
to the Redeemer’s kingdom. And when a 
man is told, that, by contributing liberally to 
this, he shall not only be instrumental in sav- 
ing others, but will thus certainly save himself, 
itis peculiarly so. Thus suspicions, of its u- 


tility, are lulled to sleep. They awake not till 
bound by the fetters his own credulity has aid- 
ed inforging. 

That every one should have a Bible is de- 
sirable, 


Hence men readily patronize the 








Bible society ; and as readily consign you to 
the shades below if you insinuate they are 
planting the seeds of future spiritual domina- 
tion by the funds they commit to the direction 
of their ministerial dignitaries. 

That our youth should be instructed in the 
first principles of our religion must be wished 
by all its admirers; that our children inhale 
the spirit of the gospel, with their infantile 
breath, sounds weil. Hence parents are easi- 
ly prevailed upon to countenance Sabbath 
Schools, and readily place their children un- 
der the pious teachers who voluntarily offer to 
receive them. 

Messrs. Editors, I am acquainted with Sab- 
bath Schools. I have been an instructor in 
them, and have been an agent in establishing 
several. I ought to kuow the principles on 
which they are founded, and the manner 
they are conducted. In large populous places 
where there are a great many poor children, a 
sabbath school to aid them in acquiring that 
education, which would qualify them for use- 
fulness in life would be a benevolent institu- 
tion. When directed solely to this end, no 
reasonable mau would refuse it his patronage, 
This may have been the principle on which 
they first started. But ah, how fallen! They 
are now the mere engine of a party, designed 
to prop a sinking cause. 

A pious orthodox clergyman once remarked 
to me, “ Br use your influence to sup- 
port Sabbath Schools, they are our last resort. 
Our only remaining prop for Evangelical 
doctrine.” Such is the fact, unless the young 
and tender mind can be biassed ia their favour, 
the heart-withering sentiments of John Cal- 
vin will fall, the mighty fabrick his followers 
have so long been labouring to erect, will 
crumble into dust and not a vestige be left to 
tell where it stood, 

It is to no manner of purpose the advocates 
of these schools tell us no sectarian principles 
are taught in them. Our.ears have heard, 
our eyes have seen a refutation of the remark, 
Do not the managers of these schools let their 
own sentiments be known to their scholars ? 
Do they not freely circulate among them pub- 
lications fraught with their own peculiar dog- 
mas ? Do they not distribute wild and fanati- 
cal tracts filled with puerile trash? Have they 
not even laboured to introduce them into our 
schools ? 

I must close, but Messrs. Editors, unmask 
the hypocrite and expose his depravity to pub- 






































































































186 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








lick view. The fact is these schools are calcu- 
lated to become nutseries of orthodoxy. They 
will trammel the mind, destroy free inquiry, 
hasten the return of the dark ages when all 
a man will know is the cant phrases and pop- 
ular slang of his priest. 
Yours, with esteem. 
OBSERVER. 





From the N. Y. Enquirer. 

Society for Ameliorating the condition of the 
Jews.—We have been accustomed to make an 
annual report of the proceedings of this Socie- 
ty, but from other pursuits we were prevented 
from attending the meeting on Friday, and 
therefore cannot say how much money has 
been received, and how much has been paid 
to agents, and how many “ Conditions have 
been Ameliorated” among the Chosen People 
——this, however, we distinctly understood, that 
the meeting was very turbulent, and there was 
considerable sparring on the subject of the 
funds. Had this sparring been confined to the 
Jews, the vulgar adage might have applied in 
full force, but it was wholly among the Gentiles. 

It seems that the annual report was read, and 
Dr, Spring moved that it be adopted and printed, 
This repert (Proh Pudor) recommended the 
Society to be abolished / After so much zeal 
exercised—so much money raised—so many 
female societies formed—so many tears shed 
—so many speeches made and reports printed 
—the poor Jews are to be abandoned at last, 
and their future condition left without hindrance 
to that protecting Deity, who has for so many 
thousand years sustained them as a distinct na- 
tion. The proposal to disband the Society 
was strenuously opposed, and a motion was 
made to reject the report as being partial, un- 
just and unconstitutional. 

George Wilson, Esq. was in, favour of reject- 
ing the report, and injthe course ofhis remarks he 
referred to the conduct of the Apostle Paul. He 
was replied to by our pious friend Col. Stone, 
of the Commercial, who was in favour of dis- 
banding the society, which he considered a 
great humbug altogether—and as to the Apos- 
tle Pau] and other biblical references of the ho- 
nourable counsellor, he was of opinion that it 
was too antiquated to talk of persons and things 
so far back as the Apostle’stime. This rrever- 





Here another difficulty arose—they 
were not paid in season, and could not be re- 
ceived, whereupon the Colonel walked off in a 
pet, but returning, he took the floor, and com- 
menced a vehement harrangue in fayour of dis- 
solving the society and appropriating the funds 


his dues. 


for other purposes. He was again called to or- 
der fur having spoken three times, and after 
much excitement and warm debate, the report 
was rejected, and the society still exists, in all 
its usefulness, in affording salaries to officers 
and a good living to agents. More money has 
been raised and expended in Europe and A- 
merica for evangelizing the Jews than ‘would 
clothe and feed one hundred thousand poor 
people. The funds of our society amount jrst 
to $15,000, and we propose that they lend that 
sum to us, tocarry on our moral and useful 
journal, at six per cent interest and approved 
security. Such an appropriation will * ameli- 
orate the condition” of at least one of the fra- 
ternity, “in whom there is no guile,”’ as our 
friend Charles King will testify. We hope 
they will. take it into consideration. Some 
“ ameliorating” effects may grow out of it. 





From the ( Wilmington, N. C.)Liberalist. 
THE DIFFERENCE. 

Universalism is a false doctrine, because its 
professors sometimes do wrong. Limitari- 
anism is true, because its professors sometimes 
do right. Universalism is false, because, in 
the opinions of some, a few passages of Sernp- 
ture seem to make against it. Limitarianism 
is true, because, in the opinions of those per- 
sons, afew passages speak in its favour, U- 
niversalism is false, because some, that never 
believed it discard it in their last moments.— 
Limitarianism is true, because by the unmerit- 
ed exertions of its preachers, some are persua- 
ded to die in ihe belief of it. | Universalism is 
false, because it embraces the whole moral law 
and enjoins love to al/ men. _Limitarianism 
is true, because it commands us to love ou 
friends and hate our enemies. Universalism 
is false, because plain andsimple. Limitavian- 
ism is true, because involved in impenetrable 
mystery. Universalism is false, because it re- 
lieves the mind from doubts and fears, and con- 
fers “ peace in believing.” Limitarianism is 
true, because it involves the mind in doubts 


end attack upon a sacred personage of so | and uncertainty, and compels the believer to 
much boldness, piety and character as the Ap- | go mourning all his days. 
posile, quite shocked the assemblage, coming, | 


too, from a supposed pious quarter, and Mr, 
Wilson yery audibly charged the Colonel with 
knowing but little about St. Paul. The debate 
then waxed hot, and in the midst of an elo- 
quent appeal from our friend Stone, he was 
called to order, not for using offensive words, 
byt from the very important discovery that the 
Colonel had not paid his dues, (acommon com- 
pee) and consequently had no right to speak; 
cut off in the midst of his discourse, he walked 
towards the treasurer, to whom he tendered | 





Does the Universalist do wrong? It is the 
result of depravity and corruption. Does the 
Limitarian do wrong? It isa yvenial offence. 
not wilfully committed, merely the effect of im- 
perfection, common tw all. As it respects the 
Universalist, nothing better could be expected 
from his doctrine. With respect:to the Lim- 
itarian, poor soul, his fault originated in the 
temptation of Satan. Does the Universalist 
suffer affliction ? It isthe judgement of God 
for his iniquity. Does the Limitarian. suffer 
the like ? It is the chastisement of a Father’s 
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love, designed for his good. Does the Uni- 
versalist leave the world, rejoicing in God, the 
Saviour of all men: He is awfully deceived, 
and will certainly be damned. Doesthe Lim- 
itarian die, exulting in a partial God, in the 
happiness of himself aud a few others, and the 
endless misery of the rest: Happy soul he has 
gone to glory. Universalists must go to hell, 
for believing in God, “ who will have all men 
to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth ;” Limitarians must be saved, for believ- 
ing that, contrary tothe will of God, a great 
portion will be endlessly damned, and remain 
in ignorance and blasphemy. Under all these 
important considerations, who would not be a 
Limitarian. 


VERITAS. 


AN ESSAY ON ELECTION, «OC. 
(Continued from page 173.) 
CHAPTER II. 

ON THE DECREES OE GOD. 








dispensations of his grace; and worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will. He 
hath decreed that vice shall produce misery ; 
virtue, happiness; though he hath not ap- 
pointed misery to be a final end. 


Sec. 2. The Decrees of God are the determin- 
ations and appointments of a righteous 
Governor, and gracious Father. 

The decrees of God are neither capricious 
nor arbitrary determinations, nor are they de- 
signed merely to show that he is unccntroulable, 
and can dispose of his creatures as he pleaseth ; 
they are the dictates of eternal wisdom; the 
perfection of moral fitness; the bulwarks of 
universal order; the guardians of existence 
and happiness. He hath not decreed that any 
should be vessels of wrath, but these who 
make themselves such ; nor thatany should be 


| destroyed ; but those who fit themselves for de- 
| struction. 
| ness, there is no divine decree against us; no- 


If we fear God and work righteous- 


We can know nothing of*the decrees of | thing to cut us off from acceptance with him, 


God, but cither as they are discovered by the | or exclude us from his favour. 


If we do not 









































laws he hath established in the visible universe, | fear him and work righteousness, there is no 
by the connexion which is found to exist be- | decree in our favour; nothing, that can secure 
tween cause and effect, or by what is declar- | us from the painful effect of sin, from the 
ed concerning them in the sacred scriptures, | threatened punishment. To decree the salva- 
sec. 1, The Decrees of God must be consistent | tion of those who continue in sin, or that men 

with his own character and perfections. should be happy any further than they live 

Untess it be contended that he can have a | tighteously ; would be inconsistent with the 
mind at variance with his revealed charavter | Character of God, as a righteous governor and 
and acknowledged perfections, or that he can | Father ; contrary to his love of righteousness 
decree what is contrary to his mind, this must | 27d hatred of iniquity, and dangerous to the 








be admitted ; and if it be admitted, it will fol- | Whole moral system. 


low that there are no decrees of God, but 
what are founded in wisdom and goodness.— 
Though his decrees are the determinations of 
his sovereigu will, and he hath a right to de- 
cree what he pleaseth, he can decree nothing 
but what is worthy of himself, because he can- 
not act inconsistently ; nothing but what is for 
the good of his creatures; because he is infin- 
itely good. It is impossible he should decree 
the endless misery of his rational offspring ;— 
for that would render their existence a curse 
and not a blessing, and could never be recop- 
ciled with his goodness as their Creator and 
Preserver ; but to suppose that he decreed 
their sins as the ground of their condemnation 
to such misery, is torepresent him as, in the 
Highest degree, unjust and malevolent, instead 
of just and merciful. Such decrees could “pe- 
ver proceed from a wise, just, and good being. 
it is inconsistent with what the scriptures 
teach concerning God, to suppose him to de- 
eree the sufferings of his rational creatures, in 
any period of their existence, but as the means 
of theirimprovement and happiness. He hath 
decreed that causes shall operate and produce 
gheir own effects; and all lead on to happy 
results. He hath determined the times before 
appointed, and fixed the bounds of the habita- 
tions of the children of men. He saw the end 
from the beginning ; appointed the successive 





sec. 3. On the Decree of Election. 

The supposition that God, by a sovereign 
act of his will, hath decreed that a part of 
mankind, irrespective of their character and 
conduct, shall be the exclusive objects of his 
favour, and heirs of salvation ; that they shall 
be brought by his irresistible grace to eternal 
life and glory ; is utterly incompatible with 
his impartiality, asa righteous governor, and 
his love to the human race at large, as their com- 
mon Father. According to such an imaginar} 
decree, the elect, by an arbitrary act of des- 
potick will are constituted a privileged order un- 
der the divine government, whom no penalty 
can reach, no law condemn; on whom grace 
and glory are so irreversibly settled, as to pre- 
clude the possibility of either being forfeited by 
any crime. That no such decree ever did or 
can exist, is evident; because God is no re- 
specter of persons; his ways are equal; he 
will render to every man according to his 
works ; to them whe, by patient continuance 
in well doing, seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life; he will be found of 
them that seek him, and will freely pardon all, 
who repent andturn tohim. Such a decrees 
would not only restrict the love of the kind 
Father of all, to a part of his great family ; it 
would annul what is evidently a decree of the 
Almighty; that men shall be accepted or re- 
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jected by him, according to their real charac- 
ter and conduct; and that happiness and mis- 
ery shall depend on the moral state of the hap- 
py or miserable. 
sec. 4, Cn the Decree of Reprobation. 

Ifthe imaginary decree of Election, already 
noticed, be irreconcilable with the character 
and perfections of God, and-contrary to the 
express declarations of the scripture; much 
more, the counterpart of it, that of Reproba- 
ticn. To suppose that God decreed the utter 
rejection of a considerable part of mankind, 
before they were capable of offending him ;— 
that he appointed them to misery before he 
made them, and decreed the crimes they com- 
mit as the means oftheirdestruction; In short, 
that he fixed their eternal doom, and made 
their eternal misery unavoidable by his unal- 
terable decree ; is torepresent him, not as a 
gracious Father, but as an unjust and cruel ty- 
rant; his government as infinitely oppressive ; 
his calls and invitations to sinners, indiscrimin 
ately, to turn and live, as downright mockery ; 
and future judgement, as worse than a solemn 
farce, as giving a show of justice to what is 
most unjust, and veiling cruelty in the forms of 
judicial procedure. As we know God is per- 
fectly just and good, we may be confident that 
no such decrees hath ever proceeded from him, 
He declares that he hath no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner, but rather he would ruturn 
from his evil ways and live. It is for their 
sins only that he will reject any of his crea- 
tures, 

sec. 5. On God’s Secret Decrees. 


Men have talked abuut God’s secret decrees 3 
but if they be secret, how can we know any 
thing about them? Are those whe so talk mem- 
bers of his cabinet, and numbered among his 

rivy counsellors? Ii is impossible we should 
ied whether there be, or be not, secret de- 
crees of God: we canbe acquainted with what 
is revealed only. If there be secret decrees 
of God, they cannot be in opposition to what 
he hath revealed; they must perfectly agree 
with what he hath made known of himself, of 
his desigus and will, in his works and word.— 
Let it be remembered that secret things belong 
unto the Lord; revealed things only belong 
unto us. If God hath secret decrees, as we 
can know nothing of them, we can have no- 
thing todo with them. 

( To be Continued.) 





Masxs Orr !—The following from the Boston Re- 
corder speaks for itself: 

A committee from six different denomina- 
tions in Philadelphia have been appointed, 
with authority, whenever they shall deem it 
expedient, to take measures for the establish- 
ment of a National Society, for the more gen- 
eral promotion and improvement of Bible Clas- 
ses,—Boston Recorder. 





Theological Begging.— We understand that 
two Baptist clergymen from the College at 
Washington, D. C. are travelling to the south, 
for the purpose of collecting funds. We think, 
that after the “ Declaration of the Reformed 
Baptist Churches,” they must find clear picks 
ing in this state-— North Carolina Pauper. 
\ oy 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

That we are on the eve of an eventful period, 
cannot we think be doubted by any one, who can 
discern the ’ The article 
found in our paper of to-day, which we copy from 
Noah’s N. Y. Enquirer, will be read with interest; 
on Sunday Schools, 


‘signs of the times.’ 


also, the one by ‘ Observer,”’ 
&c. It gives us inexpressibdle joy to find men like 
M. MN. Noah coming out boldly on the Lord’s side 

There has long Been a sluggishness, and a spirit of 
apathy abroad in our land—long have the people 
been lulled by the syren song of peace when ther: 

was no peace—but a time of awakening has come 

They have seen the unhallowed attempts of a big- 
otted hierarchy, to build up a national religion— 
they have marked their national preachers—their 
national societies—and they no longer slumber on 
the brink of destruction. 

We boldly say, that there never was the tim 
known, since the dark days of the revolution, when 
the liberties of our country were so much endanger- 
ed, as at the present. Coalitions the most black, 
combinations the most foul, have been entered into 
by the would be inquisitors—no stone has been left 
unturned. Socicties numberless and nameless— 
from the rag bag and mite, to the mammoth “na 
tional,’’ have been formed—malignant in their ef- 
forts and and as serpentine in their course, as the 
** father’’ of coalitions, conspiracies, and falsehood. 
But let them beware that the stone from out of the 
mountain, does not fall upon them and grind them 
to powder. 

Come now brethren of the orthodox faith—tell us 
what have you done? Why millions upon millions 
we have wrung from the lone widows and helpless 
orphans! What else? We have compassed sea 
and land to make one proselyte—and when we have 
converted him to our faith, (without which no doubt 
he would perish everlastingly) he was made ten 
times more the child of hell than he was before !— 
We have pretended to preach Christ to the heathen 
—but instead of that we have preached ourselves— 
and the consequence is, that the otherwise happy 
nations—they that previously kept the unity of the 
spirit in the bonds of peace—who were honest—just 
—meek—charitable—hospitable—are now full of 
bitter envyings and strife! They who previous to 


missionaries going among them knew no worse epi- 
thet, or greater curse than ‘‘you old woman,’’ now 
can “damn your soul to hell’’—can curse and sweat 
almost equal to their religious teachers! 
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Well bretbren revivalists—and what have you 
done? Why we have entered into towns where 
there was asettled minister, but whom we thought 
a little heretical—and we have told his people who 
loved him and one another—that they were all go- 
ing to hell! And what followed? why Bedlam has 
been filled with junaticks, and the hospitals with the 
insane! The father has been armed wiih vengeance 
against the son—the son against the father—where 
all before was amity, peace, harmony, and friend- 
ship—now there is strife and every evil work. 

But we rejoice that our Presbyterian brethren are 
at last aroused from these delusive dreams of the 
imagination—we are glad to find that the buzzing 
insects* have at last aroused the sleeping lion—his 
voice of thunder is heard by the unprincipled, soul- 
less beings who have so long trampled upon the 
tender charities of an indulgent community—the 
hand writing 1s seen upon the wall—and fearfulness 
and trembling have come upon them. The second 
edition of the Boston Recorder published at Utica 
—being the ‘‘ echo,”’ or mouth piece of orthodoxy for 
this state, is in a most woful predicament. The 
letters which were published some little time since, 
respecting revivals, by certain Rev. and D. D’s. 
seem to have troubied the waters amazingly. In 
addition to this our sober and rational Presbyte- 
rian brethren at Troy, have lately published an 
account of certain ‘‘ sayings and doings’’ in rela- 
tion to the progress of the divisions in the Ist Pres- 
byterian church in that city—also, strictures upon 
the new doctrines of Finney, Beman, &c. This 
pamphlet seems one of the seren last plagues to 
friend Hastings of the Recorder—at least we should 
suppose so from his whining so piteously. ‘Alas! 
Alas! that great city Babylon’’—God send thee a 
good deliverance, and friend Hastings a happy issuc 
out of all his troubles. a. 


——_ 


*Finney, Beman, & Co. 





The following extract from the Utica Magazine 
will show the course pursued by revivalists in the 
state of New-York. We blush to record such de- 
pravity—but as faithful chroniclers of passing events 
we deem it our duty, however unpleasant the task 
may be. This Mr. B., with a host of others of the 
aame stamp are those whose infamous proceedings 
are tolerated, vindicated and supported by the Pres- 
bytery, through the medium of their mouth piece the 
Western Recorder. 

Mr. Editor.—I observed in your paper of 
April 7th,a notice of an expression of Mr, 
B , a Calvinist preacher who has been | 
* holding forth’ to the citizens of Newport, | 
(Herkimer co.) for sometime past. Hereafter | 
we may notice this fellow as he deserves. At | 
present, we shall only give to the publick a |} 
short catalogue of some of his expressions, in 
addressing a respectable congregation, at dif- 
ferent times, and then let the sensible part of | 
community judge for themselves, with respect 
to his character 4s a minister of the Gospel, and | 
a Christian. 





Addressing himself directly to the audience, 
he says, “ you willgo to hell, and I am glad of 
ix ! I thank God thathe has made a hell for 
you ! Ifyou were to goto heaven,you would on- 
ly quarrel with the saints, and you are not fit 
to be on ear:h, you ought to gohell now / /— 
O, you wretches ! you serpents! you vipers ! 
nothing is too bad for you to do, you would 
not hesitate to murder your fellow creatures, 
and wash vour hands in their hearts’ blood.” 
In another sermon he says, “ Another set of 
such wretches, cannot be found this side of 
hell 3 ransack, (or rake) hell to its lowest re- 
gions, and you cannot find beings so wicked as 
this plece affords, You would fight God Al- 
mighty ! What do you think your young arms 
can do towards contending against the great 
Jehovah? Why he would” (suiting the action 
to the phrase) “take your soul between his 
, thumb and finger, and shake you till you would 
| howl. He will set his feet upon your necks, 
and stamp you down to hell,” [stamping vio- 
lently.] In preaching from the text, “ God is 
| love ;” he says, “ God in his love created an 
| endless hell; it is God’s pure love that will 
| send sinners there ; ‘and it is God’s love that 

will keep them there to all eternity. Unitari- 
ans and Universalists are no more christians 
| than the devilsin hell.” Herea number of 
respectable ladies,and I believe gentlemen, rose 
and left the house. While they were going, 
he exclaimed, “there the serpents go! See the 
vipers run.” 

At another time he says, “ The best of you 
stink in the nose ofthe Almighty. When I 
tell you the truth, you squirm like a nest of 
| snakes, with fire thrown amongst them.” In 
| another discourse, he called them adders, and 
| said, “if Jesus Christ were in the pulpit 
you would sting him todeath. Youare worse 
than (or as bad) as the devils,” says he, * and 
all you lack of being complete devils, is te 
have your throats cutand sent to hell.” In 
talking with a young lady, he called her a liar, 
and another a blusphemer, merely for answering 
him civilly, to improper and uncivil questions. 
And because a boy happened to make some 
little noise while he was at prayer, he called 
upon the Almighty to pour out his wrath upon 
jhim, Butenough. We might fill sheets with 
| the same kind of senseless and fulsome jargon 
| dealt out by this man, in the plenitude of his in- 

furiated zeal. But we forbear at present. 
We shall notice him occasionally while he lin- 
gers about Newport, and spread his sayings and 
doings before the the public. RUBICUS. 

N. B.—The foregoing can all be substantia- 
ted by the most respectable testimony. R. 

REMARKS. 

We publish the foregoing communication, 
not because we are pleased with the rant, and 
vulgarity of those, whose mouths are the vehi- 
cles of obscenity and profanity, but because 
we wish to guard the innocent and unsus> 
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| 
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| 


| 






















































































+90 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





pecting against the impositions, and dictations 
of these young enthusiasts who go about, sow- 
ing seeds of confusion and evil, and pretend to 
have received from God a holy commission. 
We assure the citizens of Newport that it is 
our sincere belief, that Rev. Mr. B. is ‘more 
fit to become the subject of a lunatick hospital, 
than to teach men in spiritual things, and 
would be, therefore, unworthy of natice were 
he not the mouth-piece of. persons of higher 
walks and ranks in life. Ed. Mag. 


IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.’’ 

















It was a law we believe at Athens, in the time of 
Solon, that any one who stood neuter at a time 
when parties were excited, should be punished with 
death. Indifference, coldness, and apathy were 
looked upon as capital crimes—and to neglect to 
stand forth ojenty, fearlessly and boldly, upon all 
occasions, in defence of their rights. was considered 
moral treason. 

Now we ask how many are there in our country, 
who if they were brought to the bar and tried by 
this law, who would not find written against their 
names Tekel? How many women in men’s apparel 
have been alarmed at the appalling sound of [7un- 
popularity—and have stood aloof whjte bigotry and 
superstition, were plotting the most fearful damna- 
tion against the rights of conscience! The epen 
foe is scarcely less to be dreaded, and hardly does 
more mischief, than the neutral automaton--who 
can fold his arms in silent indifference, while mis- 
rule and anarchy are sowing discord among the 
-brethren. 

Walking beings who called themselves men, have 
calmly looked on, with heartless apathy, and have 
seen the scanty pittance wrung from the hard hand 
of poverty and want, by pious fraud to support the 
overgrown, and bloated missionary institutions of 


this country—upon the funds of which, batten many’ 


a lazy,-hypocritical, gluttonous cormorant; and that 
too while haggard poverty, stared us in the face in 
every corner of our streets. "The prison doors have 
remained unopened—the widow has mourned, and 
the orphan tears have fallen many and bitter, for 
want of a scanty pittance, when millions have 
been squandered to fill the coffers of Juggernaut! 
And yet ye call yourselycs men—O blush and be a- 
shamed. 

But God be praised, there is a deep sensation—a 
moral courage breaking forth like the long smoth- 





ered volcano—thaf shall sweep away this abomina- | 


tion that has so long made desolate! Yes your se- 
cret fund of $500,000 will soon be wanted—not to 
build up your national societies, but to buy your 
daily bread. Tho infamous*decepticns and pious 
frauds tliat have been practised upon the poor and 
needy cry aloud for vengeance—it hag reached to 
lieaven-~and the days of this moral curs‘e are num- 
hered. 

The friends of intellectual emanoipatian, owe it 


in favour of their own creed or 


to themselves, their posterity, and to their God, to 
come out fearlessly in defence of those rights: that 
were bought with our fathers’ blood. And we re 
joice to see so many’of our brethren who differ from 
us in sentiment, moving forward ina phalanx strong 
and united to the overthrow of the modern Babel— 
its foundations are already giving way, and this hi- 
deous Moloch will come to the ground. Fall it 
must, for no beam from on high ever irradiated its 
abiding place, no grateful heart ever bowed at its 
shrine ! =. 0: 





FRIENDLY LETTERS TO THE REV. GEO. C. LIGHT- 
of Louisville, Kentucky. 
LETTER NO. 2. 

“REWARDS AND PuNISHMENTS.’’ 
As this is a subject all important to us, great care 
should be taken that we be not deceived. Such is 
our imperfection and infirmity—and so powerfully 


| does fashion and education influence us—that it is 


no Wonder we should sometimes err, even on sub- 
jects that so deeply concern our happiness and well 
being. Seeing as we do, thro’ a glassdarkly—hav- 
ing our minds darkened by the wisdom of this world 
--we are sometimes unable to sec things as they 
are, in their true fight and proper colours. I very 
well know from unhappy experience, the force of 
prejudice and prepossession; that all mankind, 
are either in a greater or less degree, influenced by 
their education, imagination or fancy--and fre- 
quently bring themselves to think that they really 
belicvo this or that, to be true or false, when in re- 
ality they only fancy it, or imagine it, to be so. 
Our parents believed thus and so, and they have c- 
ducated us to believe the same--our minister and 
our particular friends thus believe, and we would 
not for worlds differ from them in opinion. The 
little experience I have had in the world has taught 
me that afl mankind are more or less prepossessed 
sentiment—that 
they more frequently read the scriptures in order to 
find themselves right, than to find what is right. 
But this is very wrong, and should ever be discoun- 
tenanced; wo should scarch the scriptures diligent- 
ly and carefully, with our minds open to conviction, 
and should receive the truth in good and honest 
hearts, come from whom it may. 

In order to come to a right understanding of the 
Saviour’s meaping, when he spoke the words se 
lected by youas the subject matter of your dis- 
course, it will be necessary to tarn back to the 24th 
chapter of Matthew, where be commenced “ these 
sayings.’’ ‘The disciples came to him privately de- 
siring to know what should be the sign of his com- 
ing, and the end of the world? (Christ came once 
in the end of the world, age or dispensation, to 
put away sin by the sacrifico of himself,---see alse 
Cor. i. 10, 11----Heb. ix. 26, which refer to the same 
event.) And Jesus answered them that there 


should be false Christs, wars and rumours of wars, 
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in divers pla-. 
ces. Now could he be speaking of another state 








| of existence { Is there earthquakes and famines in 
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eternity ? Are there wars and rumours of wars, in 
the regions of immortality ? He goes on, and tells 
them that they should be delivered to be afflicted, 
&e. all which historians tell us was strictly and lit- 
erally fulfilled ; he says moreover that when they 
shall see the abomination, &c. spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, (see Dan. ix. 27, which was strictly 
fulfilled to the very letter, at the time of the des- 
truction of Jerusalem,) then let liim that is in Ju- 
dea flee into the mountains; now if this refers to 
a final judgement, of what use would it be to flee 
into the mountains ? He speaks of house tops and 
clothes—do disembodied spirits wear clothes ? ‘The 
Saviour speaks of the field----the winter and the 
Sabbath day ; now I ask you to lay aside the pre- 
possessions and prejudices so natural to us all, and 
answer me from the heart when I ask, are there 
fields beyond the grave ? Is there the various sea- 
sons of sammer and winter in the regions of im- 
mortality ? And Jewish Sabbath days too? I think 
your answer must be that this must refer solely to 
the judgement at the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
not to a last judgement yet to come. 

The Saviour tell them very particularly why they 
should flee from Judea and Jorusalem to the moun- 
tains. For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no 
nor ever should be. We need only to read the his- 


tory of the destruction of that devoted city of Jer- | 
usalem in order to be convinced that such tribula- 
tion, as then came upon the children of Israel was | 


never equalled since the creation. 
ing the brother to death; the father armed with 
vengeance against his once beloved son; the son 
meeting the father in the fore front of the hottest 
battle, thus literally fulfilling the words of Christ, 
‘that a man’s foes should be those of his own 
household.” Not only had tho Jews to contend 
with the Romans, and with one another, but with 
the famine and pestilence. Such was the horrours 
of that dreadful famine, that to such fearful straits 
were they reduced, that even the fond and tender 
mother drained the life blood of her innocent child 
to support her own existence ! The angel of deso- 
lation stalked abroad in triumph ; nought was heard 
but the groans of the dying, the shouts of the vic- 
tor and the cry of the vanquished ! The Romans 
pushed the siege with unremitted vigour and soon 
became masters of the place; carnage and blood- 
shed ensued unparalled ia the annals of man, and 
might well be termed “ the abomination of desola- 
tion !”? With the torch in one hand, the sword in 
the other, the soldiers rushed through the streets ; 
and Jerusalem once aname and a praise in ull the 
earth sunk into ‘ everlasting destruction’’---proving 
to the world, that the damnation of the wicked 
slumbereth not ! Now it seems strange---passing 
strange, that after all the Saviour has said on the 
subject ; that after having so often and so plainly 
told us, ‘ that THIS. GENERATION shall not pass 
till ALL these things be fulfilled; that THEN---at 
that time---in the life time of those who were then 
standing in his presence, (not a hundred or a mil- 


Brother betray- | 


_ lion of years afterwards, ) that this great tribulation 
| should come---this separation between the law and 
the gospel, or between the sheep and the goats 
to use his figurative language----should THEN take 
place. I say it seems strange that we should so 
pervert his words and say it refers to something yet 
to come! Although he told them that in such an 
hour as they thought not, the son of man should 
eome ; and although he told them that the precise 
day and hour of bis coming was unknown to man, 





and even to angels, yet he plainly and unequivocal- 
ly says, “ verily this generation shall NOT PASS 
till ALL these things be fulfilled.” He tells his 
disciples the signs that should precede his coming, 
and the end of the world, so that they might come 
out from among the goats, and not partake of their 
plagues; and we find according to Josephus that 
not one Christian perished during these awful judge- 


ments and tribulations---for they by taking heed to 
the signs which he had foretold, by which they 
might know that it was nigh, even at the doors---- 
escaped the awful desolation that came upon. that 
wicked and wretched nation, the Jows. He com- 
manded them to watch therefore, because they knew 
not the day or the hour wherein the Son of Man 
cometh; but which should take place during their 
life time ! 

Immediately after (not some thousand years af- 
ter) the tribulation of those days, &c. the Savionr 
tells us emphatically, plainly, and explicitly that 
‘“THEN shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven’’---when? Why immediately after the trib- 
ulation of those days, &c.---and to make it the more 
plain, not to leave the possibility of any mistake, 
he says ‘‘ THIS generation shall NOT PASS,” &c. 
till they should see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds of Ifeaven with great power and great glory. 
The disciples could not certainly have mistook his 
meaning---for he told them as plainly when these 
things should-be fulfilled as was possible for him to 
have done. The Saviour in this chapter is speak- 
ing of troubles that should happen to that genera- 
} tion, such as were not known from the beginning of 
the world, Non EVPRSHOULDZE acain. Now do we 
not accuse the Saviour of falsehood, when we say 
‘there will be greater troubles at some future period, 
than those which come upon Jerusalem? Admit- 
ting for the sake of argument, that the troubles 
spoken of in the 24th and 25th chapters do not re- 
fer to one and the same thing---admitting that th 
separation, &c. is yet totake place at some future 
period, we have the expross declaration of the Sa- 
viour to pfove that it cannot be so Great tribula- 
tion as that which was to come upon that generation 
to whom he was then speaking. If, sir, we admit 
your premises to be correct, I cannot perceive that 
it can avail you any thing, for if the Son of God did 
mean as he said, when he affirmed that the tribula- 
tion that was about to come, and that specdily---- 
should be Greater than ever was known before, or 
ever should be afterwards, it certainly. must be a 
SORER judgement, than the visionary judgement of 





the imagination, which men in the plenitude of their 
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wisdom have been pleased to call, “ the last or final 
judgement.”' 
THE EARTH; MUCH MORE the wicked and the 
sinner 1” 
tribulation of which the Saviour speaks in Matthew, 
IMark and Luke, ALL refer to the cartH ; and were 


to take place IN THE EARTH! Else he would not | 
have spoken of ‘‘ mountains,’ ‘* house tops,’ ** fields" 


and clothes !’’ He would not have talked to them 
of “winter” and ‘* the Sabbath day,”* and “ giving 
suek”’ if he had not been speaking of earth and 
earthly things ! 

Now I earnestly entreat you and all the brethren 
who differ from us, to reflect seriously and prayer- 
fully on this all important subject---lest haply you 
should be found fighting against God. Let us take 
heed that we do not wrest the scriptures---that we 
do not alter, twist or bend them so as to meet our 
particular sentiment---ever remembering that those 
who are obliged to resort to this method to support 
their creed, aro very much to be suspected. 'There- 
fore, when the Saviour tells us in the plainest pos- 
sible manner that these troubles should come upon 
that generation, and the like should never again oc- 
our, Iet us not attempt to pervert his words, by 
saying greater troubles are yet to comc. Next 


sveek FE shall notice the parable itself more particu- 


larly, till when, I remain yours, &c, 


T.F. 


Bsvxz Laws Revisep.—The medical fraternity of | 


Conn. have resolved not to visit any patient on 


Sunday---unless it shall appear that it is absolutely 


necessary. 
We wonder christians do not pass an edict to pre- 


vent the sunshine---the rain or the singing of birds | 
Strain ata | 


on some particular days of the week ! 


gnat, §c. 


“The righteous are recompensed in 


And the punishment, or recompense, or ; 


New-York Herald, is published weekly, in the quar- d 
to fourm, and bids fair to be highly useful in the ho- 
| ly cause of God’s goodness. 
A prospectus is issued at Cincinnati, for publish- 
_ ing a monthly Magazine, entitled the “Lamp of 
Liberty,’”’ to be edited by our worthy brother Sar- 
; gent. 
Another is about to be established at Eaton, O- 
hio, to be entitled ‘the Star in the West,’’ to be 
' published by Sanwel Tizzard, Verily these are 
| days of visitation. 
| The « Albany Christian Register,’’ has come to 
hand---very neat in appearance---printed on good 
paper and handsome type. 
FEMALE PREACHERS. 
| ‘*Purser,” versus T. F. 
| We have received a communication through the 
| medium of the post office signed Phebe—it comes in 
| such a ‘* questionable shape’’ however, that we are 
| inclined to think it a forgery—a counterfeit Phebe; 
because instead of satin slippers, it comes clatter- 
We therefore, 
| having resolved ourself into a committee of ihe 
| 


ing in a huge pair of cow hides. 


whole, T. F, in the chair---voted, unanimously, that 
Phebe have leave to withdraw his petition, 


Believe nothing against another, but upon good 
| authority; nor report what may hurt another unless 

it be a geater hurt to others to conceal it.----Penn’s, 
| Works. 


Notice to Correspoiidents. 
i> W. R. 8S. from Alabama, came safe to hand. 
The request of our esteemed correspondent F. 
A. of Tennessee, shall be attended to. 





“Tt is easy to run down sins we have no fancy | 


for. 
nocent pleasures of life, and give, in the eye of the 


Oh that those who throw a pall over the in- | 


young, to religion a dark and gloomy aspect, would | 


learn some lessons of theology from the joyous 
light of the sun, and the merry carol of the birds! 
The great thing is how we live, not how we die.”’ 


Greek Downarions.---In Mr. Ballou’s Society, in 
Boston, was collected for the relief of the Greeks 
$94 00; jn Mr. Dean’s $70 67; in Mr. Streeter’s 
$52 24. In the Methodist Society [7310 60. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

We have just received the first nuifiber of the 
**Day Star,” published semi-monthly at Potsdam, 
NN. Y. and devoted to the cause of God’s impartial 
grace---its appearance is very respectable. We 
hope. it may continue to shine brighter and brighter 
even unto the perfect day. 

The Utica Intelligencer has been much improved 
~-and will hereafter be conducted by Dolphus Skin- 


ner, pastor of the first Universalist Society in Uti- ; 


ca, 
The Olive Branch, which takes the place of the 








EROM THE HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE. 
HAPPY IMMORTALITY. 


There is a bright sublimity that, blends 
In glorious union with the happy hope 
Of living blest and pure, when nature bends 
Beneath the weight of years, and from the scope 
Of the far heavens the stars beam faintly o’er 
The loveliness of time's deserted shore. 


Even if it were a day-dream of the soul, 

It comes so sweetly o’er the many woes, 
| That linger round us here, its kind controul 
| _ So soothes the wounded spirit to repose, 
' That we would love to cherish it, and twine 
; Our last hopes with prospects so divine. 
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